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Creating Careers
The fifth annual Creative Careers

event took place from 14th-16th

November at its new home, East

Berkshire College. This event was

successfully run in partnership with

Creative Partnerships, Creative

Academy, East Berkshire College,

Slough Borough Council and Slough

Enterprise Hub. The event aims to raise

young people’s aspirations, teacher’s

understanding of careers and

employment and provide information

regarding opportunities in the arts,

cultural and creative industries.

Young people who will soon be taking

their GCSE options had the chance to

see, experience and listen to creative

professionals.

Year nine students from all eleven

Slough secondary schools were

invited to attend seminars and see

active demonstrations from over 50

creative professionals. Information

was available from local cultural

organisations and training providers

and opportunities to interact with

graphic designers, DJs, dancers,

photographers and many more.

This year a brand new addition to the

event was held in the ‘performance

place’ where students had the

opportunity to see performing arts in

action. Seminars included talks, that

gave pupils the opportunity to chat in

small groups with artists as to how

they progressed their careers and are

doing what they love.

Another opportunity open to young

people was offered by Slough

Enterprise Hub’s Young Entrepreneurs,

Media and Creative Business Plan

Competition. Entrants were asked to

submit a business plan from which 25

people were short-listed. The Hub

collaborated with local partners and

businesses in order to offer young

people the opportunity to develop

their own creative or media business

idea at a workshop at Pinewood

Studios. Participants were given three

weeks to complete and submit their

finished business plans. Following a

panel interview with the judges, the

competition winner, Ed Firth of Fat

Butcher Visuals, was announced at an

awards ceremony at the West Wing

Arts Centre on the 16th November.

For further information contact
Creative Partnerships on 
01753 470324 orSlough Enterprise
Hub at EnterpriseHub@tvu.ac.uk.  

Arts Development - promoting and supporting the arts in Slough



Now in the sixth year, the theme of 48 Slough Schools Art Exhibition 2006, was
young people talking about the creative process when making artwork. 

The joint venture between Creative Partnerships and Slough Borough Council
included digital sound-bites created by students in partnership with
musician/composer Rob Harris.

Almost every school in Slough was
represented. This year’s exhibition was
held at the West Wing and Creative
Partnerships Galleries from 10th
October-24th November and was
opened by artist Sarah Worthington and
Assistant Director of Raising
Achievement Slough Schools, Bill
Alexander.

Over 600 students and teachers
attended five days of gallery activities.
There was also a teachers evening and
an opening for parents and the public
over one weekend. 

Local Arts
Editors note

*artsinfo is published three times

a year and is free of charge. The

publication aims to raise the profile of

the arts, artists and creative industries

in Slough. 

To receive a copy regularly, please

call: 01753 875667

minicom: 01753 875030 

email: artsinfo@slough.gov.uk

Articles and pictures for inclusion in the

next *artsinfo must be submitted by

Friday 9th March 2007.

While every care is taken with

submitted material, the editor regrets

that no responsibility can be taken for

material that is lost or damaged. The

views expressed in *artsinfo do not

necessarily reflect the official SBC

policy. The editor would like to thank

everyone who has submitted articles

for inclusion in *artsinfo.
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Tell us your news! 
What’s happening in your area?
Send in your articles, news stories
and pictures to
artsinfo@slough.gov.uk.
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>> Artwork from Wexham Secondary School

Talking Frames, 48 Slough Schools’Art Exhibition 2006

You may not realise it, but the arts
have a huge impact on all of our lives.
If it’s listening to music, reading a
book, watching a play or learning to
dance, everyone participates in the
arts in some way, shape or form. 

In this edition *artsinfo focuses on
generations, looking at how the arts
impact both on younger and older
generations and how the arts are
being used to bring generations
together.

>> Artwork from Beechwood Secondary School >> Artwork from William Penn Primary School



Local Focus
Age Concern Slough provided a
meeting place and access to the
Internet via the computers installed in
the Old Library Day Centre in William
Street. The group originally met once a
month but since volunteer, John
Keegan, offered to help co-ordinate
the sessions, they have started to
meet every other week on Thursdays
from 1.30pm to 3.00pm.

Group members exchange ideas,
discuss problems, research family
history websites and navigate their
way around the Internet. In some
cases members are using a computer
for the first time and discovering a
whole new way of communicating.

Contact Marcia Wright on 
01753 536906 for the date of the next
Family History session or for more
information about Slough Older
People’s Forum.

Slough Older People’s Forum
- Family History Group
After an initial suggestion in early
2006, Slough Older People’s Forum
have formed special interest groups in
a variety of subjects. One subject was
the study of family history.

Eight people came along to the first
meeting in April - most with some
basic knowledge, and one or two with
a wide variety of experience in
researching their own family history
and a willingness to help others to
learn. 

St Joseph’s School at Womad Festival, Reading

>> St Joseph’s School at WOMAD

Year nine students from St Joseph’s Catholic High School in Slough spent a week
working intensively with Ugandan musicians Pedson Kasume and Brian Kasiko
last summer. Supported by Creative Partnerships they learnt how to play the
Embaire, a giant Ugandan xylophone, as well as traditional Ugandan song and
dance. The project culminated in a performance at the WOMAD festival in
Reading, which was enthusiastically received by the audience. 

Join the Slough Arts Development
marketing list

Under the Data Protection Act
1998 we are required to gain your
“informed consent” to add 
your name and details on to our
marketing list. 

We would like you to join this list so
that we can send you *artsinfo
and information about funding
programmes/events/performances/
workshops and training organised 
by Slough Arts Development, other
Slough Borough Council departments
and other local or regional
community/arts/education
organisations we feel are relevant. 

We will also use the information we
will hold to assist towards statistics
used to promote the Arts.
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New Employment
Equality Regulations
The Employment Equality (Age)
Regulations 2006 - SI No 2006/1031
came into effect on 1 October 2006. It
is unlawful to discriminate against
people at work because of their age. 

The new regulations cover
recruitment, terms and conditions,
promotions, transfers, dismissals and
training. The full regulations are
available from www.opsi.gov.uk

Advisory, Conciliation and Arbitration
Service (Acas) has published good
practice guidance on the regulations -
Age and the Workplace. The on-line
guide for employers and for
individuals is available on
www.acas.org.uk. Printed copies can
be ordered from Acas.

>> Marcia Wright, Slough Older People’s Forum



Marketing List - Entry form
Please complete in CAPITAL letters

First Name

Surname

Position (If applicable)

Organisation (If applicable)

Address

Tel No

Fax No

Email

Website

Professional Artist Voluntary Artist

Professional Arts Org Voluntary Arts Org  

How would you like to receive information from us: 

Post email

Please tick the box if you would like us to share your details
with other relevant organisations as detailed overleaf.
Please tick the box if you would like us join the West Wing’s
mailing list.

Please return the marketing card to: Arts Development, 
Slough Borough Council, FREEPOST (SCE 8944), 
SLOUGH, SL1 3BR

Postcode
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artsinfo interview: Hazel Broad, LNF Programme Manager,
Berkshire Community Foundation

disadvantaged. Our emphasis is on
groups with an income of under
£100,000 although we have made
some exceptions for larger groups
who have unique expertise to meet a
specialist need. Grants range from
£250 to £7000.

Who is eligible for a grant?
The project or activity has to fit into
one of the government’s ‘Every Child
Matters’ desirable outcomes; Being
healthy; staying safe; enjoying and
achieving; making a positive
contribution and economic well-being.
Quite a lot of the arts activities we have
funded have fallen in the ‘enjoying and
achieving’ theme, but as an example a
group could also help children to
develop their self esteem, skills and
confidence through drama workshops
with an overall objective which fits  in
with the ‘staying safe’ outcome. We are
interested in funding groups who are
really motivated and able to convince
us that they can deliver a project that
will benefit the community. 

Do you provide support to groups
thinking of applying?
The LNF has an outreach programme
enabling groups to receive support
and guidance throughout the
application process. We discuss the
project and help with planning and
budgeting and have a very high
success rate as a result of this. We
want the projects to succeed so it is
often the case that the grant recipients
receive more than they have initially
requested, because we can see further

potential or extra opportunities for the
project.

What kinds of projects have been
funded in the past?
LNF has had the opportunity to fund
some great projects such as SPICE
(Special People on Ice) for children with
learning disabilities and their siblings
to learn to skate together as a family.
Motivation, a local Slough dance group
have been funded on a couple of
occasions to run workshops and
participate in a Brighton street
carnival. A theatre skills group for
people with learning disabilities,
previously funded through another
BCF funding stream, are now using the
skills they acquired during that
programme to lead an LNF project
teaching children drama.

The Local Network Fund will close at
the end of next year, by which time we
will have distributed about £1.8 million
to Berkshire groups. We are
encouraging groups to apply now. The
maximum grant amount is £7000 and
although we do not make unrestricted
contributions to large projects, you
can apply for support for certain
elements of a project, for example
specific aspects of a festival. 

How can you apply? 
For an application pack contact the LNF
National Call Centre on 0845 113 0161
and for general information and to
discuss the project contact me on 
0118 930 3021 or email 
Lnf.bcf@patrol.i-way.co.uk.

What is Berkshire Community
Foundation?
The foundation (BCF), now in its 21st
year, is a grant making charity acting
on behalf of individual and corporate
donors as well as the government, to
benefit local people in the Berkshire
area. We provide an expert grant
making service, funding grass roots
organisations to deliver their
objectives. The Foundation aims to
empower communities by
encouraging and supporting
innovative ideas.

What is a Local Network Fund
grant?
The Local Network Fund (LNF) is a
central government fund available to
small voluntary groups. The aim is to
support activities outside the statutory
services, for children from 0-19,
especially those who are vulnerable or

>> Children from SPICE project



The new artsinfo virtual pinboard is
now online at
www.artsinslough.org.uk. From job
vacancies to workshops, funding
news to training, if it is of interest to
the arts community in Slough, it can
find a home on the pinboard. This
new tool means you can now have
control over what goes up and for

how long giving you direct access to
the www.artsinslough.org.uk web
audience. Replacing the old
opportunities section, we hope the
pinboard will become a thriving hub
of arts activity and act as a central
place for news and opportunities.
Simply post your opportunity and
within 24 hours it will be live on site. If

you’re interested in finding out what’s
going on, you can search the
pinboard by type of opportunity and
date, so you’re always up-to-date with
what’s going on in the arts in Slough.

For more information contact
artsinfo@slough.gov.uk or call 
01753 875667.
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The West Wing, celebrated its first

birthday on Saturday 23rd September

2006, with an afternoon full of free

fun entertainment for the whole

family that included live music, face

painting, henna tattoos, circus skills

workshops, magic and a grand finale

performance by Fusion Youth Dance

Company. More than 200 people,

including many local families took

part.

The West Wing has a team of very

enthusiastic people headed by

Yasmin Gurreeboo, Venue Manager.

Yasmin said, “We are extremely

happy to be celebrating our first

anniversary. It’s been a wonderful

year and we are really looking

forward to another successful one”. 

An essential part of the West Wing’s

success is the network of volunteers,

who help in various areas such as the

box office, Bar/Café or technical

department. “We have about 30

volunteers, but we are always

looking for more”, said Gloria Garcia,

Arts News

Press and Marketing Officer: “There

are a lot of people who are interested

in the arts and we offer training

courses in different areas. It’s a great

opportunity to meet people and to

have hands-on experience in the arts

environment”. 

For more information or to book
tickets, please phone the Box office
number on 01753 823710 or visit our
website www.artsinslough.org.uk. 

Beside the Sea revisited
Gallery 435’s autumn exhibition featured the work of emerging street photographer Paul Russell. The series “Beside the
Sea” records the tourist’s experience of a visit to the seaside. If you missed the exhibition this time you will be able to see
it at Southill Park, Bracknell in February.

Further details are available from www.gallery435.com.

Happy Birthday to the West Wing!

Have an opportunity in the arts?

>> Beside the Sea exhibition, Gallery 435
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In Good Company
In October, Slough Council for Voluntary
Service and Slough Borough Council
came together to hold a networking
event to give voluntary sector
organisations a chance to meet officers
from Slough Borough Council and vice-
versa to explore possible partnership
working. One Slough Borough Council
Officer said it was: “really useful to meet
and listen to the range of voluntary
organisations, some of which I didn’t
know existed.” The informal event
enabled voluntary organisations to get
to know council officers and helped
with communication.

New opportunities at the
Funding Fair
Slough Council for Voluntary Service
(SCVS) and Windsor & Maidenhead
Voluntary Action ran the ninth annual
Funding Fair in October at Thames Valley
Athletic Centre. The day included
workshops from the Big Lottery,
presentations about tax effective giving
and demonstrations on accessible
fundraising. Members from voluntary
and community groups were also given
an opportunity to book in for one-to-
one advice sessions with funders
including Berkshire Community
Foundation and the Heritage Lottery
Fund. SCVS have invited the Heritage
Lottery Fund to present their
programmes and hold one to one
sessions with groups in February. For
further details contact Lorna Allen on
01753 219114.

Interested in developing
your music organisation?
Traditionally Making Music has been
associated with classical music but they
now have an increasing number of
groups from different music genres, e.g.
barber shop singers and samba groups.
They are keen to broker partnerships,
cross-arts or music genre projects and
are seeking to encourage groups, non-

member and members alike, to work in
clusters. If you are interested in
improving your relationships with other
groups in Slough as a non-member or
member of Making Music, contact Julian
Carlick, Making Music Training and
Development Officer South East, on
01962 866072 or email
julian@makingmusic.org.uk

Seeking all Terry Prachett
fans
If you’re a Pratchett fan, or fancy
performing in a Pratchett play (or
helping behind the scenes) - come
down to Colnbrook Village Hall.
Colnbrook Amateur Stage Theatre
(CAST) will be holding auditions on
Thursday 4 January at 8.00pm.
Rehearsals are every Monday and
Thursday evening - 8 January onwards
with performances week commencing
19 March. For further information visit
www.cast-online.org.uk or contact
Laura Oakes on 07917 566582 or Tim
Cole on 07776 308871.

Jekyll and Hyde Musical
Following the success of “West Side
Story”, Slough Musical Theatre
Company’s next production is the Leslie
Bricusse musical “Jekyll & Hyde”,
which will be performed at the
Desborough Suite in Maidenhead Town
Hall from Tues 27 Feb - Sat 3 Mar 2007.   
“Jekyll & Hyde” is pure, pulse-pounding
theatre, with a lush, romantic
score, hailed as a modern classic even
before the show began its smash-hit
Broadway run. For further details
contact 01628 629226 or visit their
website at www.smtc.org.uk.

Funding Update
Bhumika Theatre has secured £47,000
from the Heritage Lottery Fund to work
on a reminiscence project looking at the
origins of Bollywood dance. disAbility
Matters have been awarded £5000 from
Awards for All to run workshops.

Slough Borough Council’s Arts
Development Team have secured grants
funding from the Arts Council that will
enable the team to run professional
development training for artists and
arts groups. For further information,
watch this space or visit
www.artsinslough.org.uk.

Art goes for a spin with
Gallery 435
Abstract paintings daubed with primary
colours can often look like they’ve been
painted by a four year old. We’ve all
heard people criticising modern
paintings with statements such as ‘a kid
could’ve done that’. Gallery 435
conducted a hands on ‘art experiment’
in the Queensmere shopping centre to
find out if such claims are true. They
wanted to know, if children could make
modern art?

Children were invited to recreate ‘spin
paintings’ by controversial Brit artist
Damien Hirst, who created artwork
from a shark and other animal parts.
The children were invited to drip paint
on a gigantic spinning wheel,
splattering paint over the canvas in a
random manner. Gallery 435 artists
took a disused shop and constructed a
‘spin painting machine’ out of disused
bike parts. The public were invited to
come along and view the creations for
themselves in this impromptu
workshop and gallery.  

Local News
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>> Spin art experiment

Zoe Hatch



Following a successful consultation
and exhibition at Slough Library over
the summer, the award winning Art at
the Centre regeneration project is now
in its final design phase. The five
artists commissioned to create
artworks for Slough High Street are
now working with designers and

engineers to finalise their detailed
designs. Waterman Civils, in
association with Allen Scott, are
preparing the street design for the
High Street, to include new paving,
lighting and street furniture, with
work scheduled to commence in
autumn 2007. 

Art at the Centre
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Creative Writing for all

Regardless of your age, if you’ve
something you want to get written,
there’s a place for you at the WEA’s
supportive creative writing class.
Writers meet to share their writing,
exchange feedback on their work, and
be inspired!

Starting 6th January 2007 in Slough
Library, everyone is welcome - just
bring a pen, paper, and an eagerness
to share your thoughts and ideas.
Tutor Gill Smith says: “The great thing
about this class is the mix of people -
from all ages and walks of life. So each
writer benefits from others’
experiences, for improving their work,
or inspiring whole new pieces of
writing!”

Whether you’re new to writing or
looking to get published contact Jill
Gibson on jgibson@wea.org.uk.

CATS 2007

The hugely popular Community Arts
Training Scheme (CATS) is back again
this March for its 13th successful
year. CATS is a four-day practical
training course that aims to equip its
participants with the skills and
knowledge needed to set up and run
community based arts projects. The
course is open to anyone living or
working in Slough and no previous
arts experience is necessary. CATS is
run by the Arts Development Team at
Slough Borough Council in
partnership with visual artist
Christine Wilkinson. It has been
adopted by other local authorities
across the South East as a model of
best practice.

For further information or a booking
form contact Arts Development on
01753 477176 or visit
www.artsinslough.org.uk.

The younger and older generations are
talking to one another more - thanks
to a variety of projects grant-aided by
the Heritage Lottery Fund.

A growing number of community
projects include an element of ‘oral
history’ where young people interview
older people and record their
reminiscences on the heritage of the
local area, a vanished industry, or
cultural traditions of a particular ethnic
minority group.

These projects often come under the
Your Heritage Grant Programme or
Young Roots, which, as the name
implies, is planned and run by young
people.

One recent Slough-based project that
spurred intergenerational dialogue is
Somali Storytelling, where the oral
tradition of handing moral tales from
one generation to the next was
revived. Other local projects have seen
young people capturing the memories
of older people in both the Moroccan
and Asian communities.

The information gained is stored in
local archives, distributed on DVDs or
in some cases is used to create a
dramatic presentation.

For further information contact the
HLF’s South East Team on 
020 7591 6171.

Heritage Lottery Fund helps bridge the generation
gap Training

Two Left Feet, a Slough based
voluntary group, is offering beginners
dance lessons for adults. The group
was set up in 2006 and has secured
funding for one year with a Big Lottery
and Slough Borough Council grant.  

They welcome people from all
backgrounds and with all abilities and
want to appeal to those who dream of
dancing, but because they believe they
have two left feet may not have the
confidence. The styles of dance taught
range from bhangra to ballet and
salsa to street dance.  Each session is
led by an experienced teacher who
has the ability to make the lessons fun,

easy to follow and to make
participants feel comfortable. 
The sessions are being held every
other Monday at 7.30pm at the West
Wing with free entry on their launch
night 15th January 2007.

Further details are available on the
website www.twoleftfeet.org or
telephone 0796 2811054.

Dance with Two Left Feet



Let us know your arts news on:

What’s happening?

Date Time Event Venue Contact
January
2 12 noon Saturday Concert:Organ Recital St Mary’s Church, Church Street 01753 535465

8 7.30-9.30pm Slough Writers’ Group: Discussion - The Greyhound Skittle Alley, Eton Wick 01628 661725

My year, past and future

8  6.00-7.30pm Afterhours Arts Academy: SYPC 01753 539300

Breakdance Men only Level 1

8 6.00-7.30pm Afterhours Arts Academy: Music for Media SYPC 01753 539300

8 6.30-8.30pm Singing Level 2 SYPC 01753 539300

9 6.00-7.30pm Afterhours Arts Academy: Ballet Level 2 SYPC 01753 539300

9 6.00-9.00pm Afterhours Arts Academy: Music Maker (advanced) SYPC 01753 539300

10 6.00-7.30pm Afterhours Arts Academy: Commercial Dance Level 2 SYPC 01753 539300

10 6.30-8.30pm Keyboards Level 1 & 2 SYPC 01753 539300

11 6.00-7.30pm Afterhours Arts Academy: Advanced Drama SYPC 01753 539300

13 12.30-2.00pm Afterhours Arts Academy: Urban Dance Level 2 SYPC 01753 539300

13 2.00-3.30pm Afterhours Arts Academy: Bollywood Level 2 SYPC 01753 539300

13 1.30-3.30pm Afterhours Arts Academy: Introduction to DJing SYPC 01753 539300

13 12 noon Saturday Concert: Voice Recital St Mary’s Church, Church Street 01753 535465

15 7.30-9.30pm Slough Writers’ Group: Craft: The Greyhound Skittle Alley, Eton Wick 01628 661725

Presenting Word - Part 2

17 6.00-8.00pm Artists’ Network Meeting Enterprise Hub 01753 477176

20 12noon Saturday Concert St Mary’s Church, Church Street 01753 535465

22 7.30-9.30pm Slough Writers’ Group: Manuscript Evening The Greyhound Skittle Alley, Eton Wick 01628 661725

27 12 noon Saturday Concert: Recital St Mary’s Church, Church Street 01753 535465

29 7.30-9.30pm Slough Writers’ Group: Write night: Feel like writing The Greyhound Skittle Alley, Eton Wick 01628 661725

February
3 12 noon Saturday Concert:Cello Recital St Mary’s Church, Church Street 01753 535465

5 7.30-9.30pm Slough Writers’ Group: Discussion: Deconstructing The Greyhound Skittle Alley, Eton Wick 01628 661725

a successful novel

10 12 noon Saturday Concert: Classical Guitar Recital St Mary’s Church, Church Street 01753 535465

12 7.30-9.30pm Slough Writers’ Group: The Group's Anthology The Greyhound Skittle Alley, Eton Wick 01628 661725

12-17 tbc Junk percussion workshops with STOMP tbc visit www.music4slough.co.uk


